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Plain English video course 

Small Talk: 

Starting and finishing a conversation 

 

Exercise 1: Put the phrases in the correct category. 

• Beautiful day, isn't it?     

• Well, I’ll let you get back to work.   

• So, how do you know Tetiana? 

• Can you believe all of this rain 

we've been having?         

• It looks like it's going to snow. 

• Look, let’s catch up again – what 

about next week?  

• I heard on the radio today that 

they are finally going to start 

building the new bridge. 

• You look like you could use a cup 

of coffee.    

• I should get going. It was nice 

talking to you. 

• Well, it was nice seeing you. Say 

hello to Oksana for me 

Beginning a conversation Ending a conversation 

  

 

 

Exercise 2: Fill in the gaps in the phrases with one word. 

1. Beautiful day, isn't ________? 
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2. Well, I’ll _________ you get back to … 

3. It ____________ like we are going to be here a while, huh? 

4. Well, it was ____________ seeing you. Say hello to Oksana for me. 

5. _________ do you like the new park? 

6. I _____________ get going. It was nice talking to you. 

7. You look like you could __________ a cup of coffee. 

8. Look, let’s catch up again – ___________ about next week? 

9. Well, I’d ______________ get back to… 

10.  Did you ________________ the news today? 

 

Exercise 3: Fill in the gaps in the dialogues. You can ask for feedback on 
this exercise, please see full instructions below. 

1. A: __________________________________ 

B: What? 

A: __________________________________ 

B: I’m not sure.  

A: __________________________________ 

B: Right. Well, here’s my bus now. Bye! 

2. A: Hi there! Will you be using the copy machine much longer? 

B: __________________________________ 

A: That’s right! I’ve read about that. So anyway, how’s life? 

B: __________________________________ 

A: Wait, why did he do that? 

B: __________________________________ 

A: Right, I’ll let you get back to work then. 

 

If you’d like to get feedback from a British Council teacher on your written piece of work, 

please send it to us via email to Kyiv.MyClassWriting@britishcouncil.org.ua indicating 

“Plain English video course” and the title of this video, e.g. “Giving advice”, in the topic 

of your email. 

mailto:Kyiv.MyClassWriting@britishcouncil.org.ua
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Answers 

Exercise 1. 

Beginning a conversation Ending a conversation 

• Beautiful day, isn't it?     

• So, how do you know Tetiana? 

• Can you believe all of this rain 

we've been having?         

• It looks like it's going to snow. 

• I heard on the radio today that 

they are finally going to start 

building the new bridge. 

• You look like you could use a cup 

of coffee.    

• Well, I’ll let you get back to work.   

• Look, let’s catch up again – what 

about next week?  

• I should get going. It was nice 

talking to you. 

• Well, it was nice seeing you. Say 

hello to Oksana for me. 

 

 

Exercise 2. 

1. it 

2. let 

3. looks 

4. nice 

5. How 

6. should 

7. use 

8. what 

9. better 

10. catch 
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