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Plain English video course 

Small Talk: 

The Art of Small Talk. Agreeing/disagreeing 

 

Exercise 1: Sort the phrases into three categories. 

• That's not always true.  

• That’s partly true, but ... 

• That's for sure. 

• I guess so.  

• You have a point there.  

• I’m not so sure. 

• That's not always the case.  

• I think I disagree.  

• I'd say the exact opposite.  

• No way. 

• That's so true. 

• You're absolutely right. 

• Exactly. 

• No doubt about it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exercise 2: Fill in the gaps in the phrases with one word. 

1. That's for ____________. 

2. I think we're going to have to ____________ to __________________. 

3. I agree up to a _______________, but ... 

Agreeing Partly agreeing Disagreeing 
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4. I ________________ so. 

5. I couldn't __________________ with you more. 

6. Not ______________________. 

7. I'm _____________ I disagree. 

8. I'd say the exact ________________.  

9. I was just _______________ to say that. 

10.  I ________________ your point, but ... 

 

Exercise 3: Think of possible ways to justify these opinions. You can ask 
for feedback on this exercise, please see full instructions below. 

1. A: I think dogs are better than cats 

B. No way! __________________________________________ 

2. A: These traffic jams are ridiculous! 

B: Tell me about it! __________________________________________ 

3. A: I hate it when people are late. 

B: Absolutely. __________________________________________ 

4. A: Milk chocolate is certainly the most delicious. 

B: I beg to differ. __________________________________________ 

 

If you’d like to get feedback from a British Council teacher on your written piece of work, 

please send it to us via email to Kyiv.MyClassWriting@britishcouncil.org.ua indicating 

“Plain English video course” and the title of this video, e.g. “Giving advice”, in the topic 

of your email. 

 

Answers 

Exercise 1. 

Agreeing Partly agreeing Disagreeing 

mailto:Kyiv.MyClassWriting@britishcouncil.org.ua
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• That's for sure. 

• You have a point 

there.  

• That's so true. 

• You're absolutely 

right. 

• Exactly. 

• No doubt about it. 

• That’s partly true, but 

... 

• I guess so.  

 

• That's not always true.  

• I’m not so sure. 

• That's not always the 

case.  

• I think I disagree.  

• I'd say the exact 

opposite.  

• No way. 
 

Exercise 2. 

1. sure 

2. agree; disagree. 

3. point 

4. suppose/guess 

5. agree 

6. necessarily 

7. afraid 

8. opposite 

9. going 

10.  see 
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