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Paraphrasing 
 

Exercise 1: Imagine that you need to use the following words, but you can’t 
remember them. Check the meaning in a dictionary first if you need. Use 
relative clauses to explain what word it is you need. 

• A saucer 

• A leash 

• A button 

• A charger 

• A ladder 

• A coaster 

• A TV remote 

• A pillow 

• A stool 

• Some shoelaces 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Exercise 2: Read the following short text and use paraphrasing to express 
the same ideas in your own words. You can ask for feedback on this 
exercise, please see full instructions below. 

In the allegory of the cave and the light, Socrates describes a group of people 

who have lived chained to the wall of a cave all their lives, facing a blank wall. The people 

watch shadows projected on the wall from objects passing in front of a fire behind them 

and give names to these shadows. The shadows are the prisoners' reality but are not 

accurate representations of the real world. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Exercise 3: Read the following short paragraph and use paraphrasing to 
summarize it in your own words. You can ask for feedback on this 
exercise, please see full instructions below. 

The Mona Lisa is a half-length portrait painting by Italian artist Leonardo da Vinci. 

Considered an archetypal masterpiece of the Italian Renaissance, it has been described 

as "the best known, the most visited, the most written about, the most sung about, the 

most parodied work of art in the world. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

If you’d like to get feedback from a British Council teacher on your written piece of work, 

please send it to us via email to Kyiv.MyClassWriting@britishcouncil.org.ua indicating 

“Plain English video course” and the title of this video, e.g. “Giving advice”, in the topic 

of your email. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Kyiv.MyClassWriting@britishcouncil.org.ua


 

 
 
 

The United Kingdom’s international organisation for cultural relations and educational opportunities.  
A registered charity: 209131 (England and Wales) SC037733 (Scotland). 

 

Answers 

Exercise 1. Suggested answers.

1. A saucer: This is a small plate we put our coffee cup on. 

2. A leash: We use it to stop our dog from running away when we take it for a walk. 

3. A button: It’s a small round thing that we use on clothes like shirts or jackets.  

4. A charger: This is something we use to plug our phones and laptops into the electricity. 

5. A ladder: We need this when we want to reach high places or climb up somewhere. 

6. A coaster: This is a small circle made of cardboard that we put under our glass to keep the table 

clean. 

7. A TV remote: This is a rectangular plastic thing with many buttons that we use to change channels 

on the TV. 

8. A Pillow: This is a soft thing we put our heads on when we sleep. We use them when we sit on a sofa 

too. 

9. A stool: This is like a small chair that we can sit on or use when we need to reach a high place.  

10. Some shoelaces: These are strings that we use to keep our shoes from falling off our feet. 
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