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Plain English video course 

Giving Advice 
 

Phrases for giving advice 
 

should 

had better  

could 

Why don’t you 

If I were you, I’d (would) 

If I were in your shoes, I’d (would) 

If I were in your position, I’d (would) 

 

 

 

+ bare infinitive 

 

How about 

Have you tried 
+ V-ing/noun 

 

Exercise 1: Give advice on the following situations. You can ask for 
feedback on this exercise, please see full instructions below. 
1. My dog won’t stop barking. 

________________________________________________________________ 

2. I have problems getting to sleep at night. 

________________________________________________________________ 

3. I can’t stop eating junk food. 

________________________________________________________________ 

4. I waste too much time in Instagram. 

________________________________________________________________ 

5. I’m lonely. 

________________________________________________________________ 

6. I forgot my partner’s birthday. 

________________________________________________________________ 

7. I’m always late. 
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________________________________________________________________ 

8. I can’t save any money. 

________________________________________________________________ 

9. I want to learn to dance. 

________________________________________________________________ 

10.  I want to be famous. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Exercise 2: Write a list of ten things you would ask advice for. 

1. _________________________ 6. __________________________ 

2. _________________________ 7. __________________________ 

3. _________________________ 8. __________________________ 

4. _________________________ 9. __________________________ 

5. _________________________ 10. _________________________ 

 

Exercise 3: Write mini-dialogues, asking for and giving advice on your ten 
situations. You can ask for feedback on this exercise, please see full 
instructions below. 

1. A: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

B: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. A: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

B: 

_____________________________________________________________ 
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3. A: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

B: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

4. A: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

B: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

5. A: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

B: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

6. A: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

B: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

7. A: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

B: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

8. A: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

B: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

9. A: 

_____________________________________________________________ 
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B: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

10. A: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

B: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

If you’d like to get feedback from a British Council teacher on your written piece of work, 

please send it to us via email to Kyiv.MyClassWriting@britishcouncil.org.ua indicating 

“Plain English video course” and the title of this video, e.g. “Giving advice”, in the topic 

of your email. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Privacy Notice 
British Council collects your personal data to enable any requests arising from this submission to be processed, including contacting you to progress 
your request; we will not share it with anyone else. 
The legal basis upon which we will process your personal information to answer your enquiry is our legitimate interest. We will keep your information 
for a period of 1 year from the time of collection. 
Data Protection 
British Council complies with data protection law in the UK and laws in other countries that meet internationally accepted standards. 
You have the right to ask for a copy of the information we hold on you, and the right to ask us to correct any inaccuracies in that information. If you 
have concerns about how we have used your personal information, you also have the right to complain to a privacy regulator. 
For detailed information, please refer to the privacy section of our website, or contact your local British Council office. 

mailto:Kyiv.MyClassWriting@britishcouncil.org.ua
https://www.britishcouncil.org/privacy-cookies/data-protection
https://ua.live.solas.britishcouncil.digital/en/about/contact

