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Plain English video course 

Articles 
 

Exercise 1: Write a/an or no article ( - ). 

1  rule 6  nation 

2  ice 7  honest man 

3  HR department 8  knowledge 

4  union 9  interesting story 

5  news 10  exception 

 

Exercise 2: Complete the text. Use a/the or no article ( - ). 

He was a man of his word. If he promised to climb ___ Everest within ___ month, 

he was going to do his best to make it happen. He had already crossed ___ Sahara 

Desert and it had inspired him to find his limits in ___quite different area. These days he 

was researching ___ every single piece of information about the mountain that he could 

find. He had learned about ___ necessity to pay ___ significant sum of money. ___ peak 

fee had to be paid to ___ Nepali government and for the popular spring season it could 

cost up to $11,000 per ___ climber. ___ latest equipment had already been bought and 

yet it was hard to believe that he, who had always been ___ office manager interested 

only in his work, had made up ___ his mind to change ___ lifestyle so radically. The 

adventure was about to begin. 

 

Exercise 3: Read and correct 7 mistakes. You can ask for feedback on this 
exercise, please see full instructions below. 

1. I sincerely apologize for not being able to have an online meeting today. Electricity 

has been cut off. 

2. I don’t want to invite Taylors. They are being so rude these days. 

3. The government is finally planning to decrease taxes.  

4. I never eat a breakfast.  
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5. I’ve heard that Mary runs about 10 kilometres the day. It could be the reason she 

looks so fit.  

6. – I cannot reach George. I wonder if he’s Ok.  

– Don’t worry. He must be at the work. He often works long hours. 

7. It turned out that my health problems were due to gluten intolerance. I’ll need to 

follow a different diet.  

8. I found 1000 dollars in a wallet the other day. What shall I do? 

9. We need to protect the nature now; it will be too late in a future.  

10.  Listening to a music helps me to relax. 

 

Online exercises to practice: 

https://wordwall.net/resource/10473861    

https://wordwall.net/resource/4944729  

 

If you’d like to get feedback from a British Council teacher on your written piece of work, 

please send it to us via email to Kyiv.MyClassWriting@britishcouncil.org.ua indicating 

“Plain English video course” and the title of this video, i.e.. “Giving advice”, in the topic of 

your email. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wordwall.net/resource/10473861
https://wordwall.net/resource/4944729
mailto:Kyiv.MyClassWriting@britishcouncil.org.ua


 

 
 
 

The United Kingdom’s international organisation for cultural relations and educational opportunities.  
A registered charity: 209131 (England and Wales) SC037733 (Scotland). 

Answers 

Exercise 1. 

1 a rule 6 a nation 

2 - ice 7 an honest man 

3 an HR department 8 - knowledge 

4 a union 9 an interesting story 

5 - news 10 an exception 

 

Exercise 2. 

He was a man of his word. If he promised to climb - Everest within a month, he was going to do his 

best to make it happen. He had already crossed the Sahara Desert and it had inspired him to find his limits in 

a quite different area. These days he was researching - every single piece of information about the mountain 

that he could find. He had learned about the necessity to pay a significant sum of money. The peak fee had 

to be paid to the Nepali government and for the popular spring season it could cost up to $11,000 per - 

climber. The latest equipment had already been bought and yet it was hard to believe that he, who had 

always been an office manager interested only in his work, had made up - his mind to change - lifestyle so 

radically. The adventure was about to begin.  
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